STATE MEET GUIDELINES 

When attending a State Meet, a gymnast should feel as if she is competing in the world championships (without the pressure). In other words, the host gym should go out of its’ way to decorate the gym, give gymnasts incentives (goodie bags, surprises, etc.) have a formal march-in and introduction, and to provide the finest equipment available.

At the State Championships we are acknowledging each gymnast’s individual accomplishments and should make her feel special. This is especially true for compulsory gymnasts since this is the highest meet that she can reach for that season.

State meet hosts are selected from bids sent in to the State Board. Bids must have been submitted on the proper form prior to the September State Board meeting.

Gate fee: 
Adults = $8.00 per day.  Seniors (55 and older) $3.00


Children under 12 =  $ 3.00 per day – non-walking infants - free

Competing gymnasts (that have paid an entry fee) have free admission to all sessions!

Meet Hosts always have the option to offer a smaller fee or a discount 2-day pass.

BIDDING PROCESS
Bids to host a State Championship must be received before the September Meeting of the State Administrative Committee (held in conjunction with the State Compulsory Clinics). Please fill out the Bid form located on the Maryland USAG website (www.mdusag.com) or the USA Gymnastics website (www.usa-gymnastics.org).

Bids are reviewed according to the following criteria:

1) The reputation of applicant host.

2) The specifications of the equipment to be used at the meet.

3) Geographic location of the meet host.

4) Fairness in assigning State Meets to different gyms as often as possible.

5) Facility offered.

6) Additional amenities offered to gymnasts, coaches, judges etc.

The State Administrative Committee will select the meet host from the bids received, and the meet host will be announced at the General Membership Meeting in September.

JUDGING ASSIGNMENTS FOR STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS
The State Administrative Committee will select the judges for the State Championships. Each member of the SAC will rank the judges based on the following criteria, in no particular order:

1) National Rating

2) Professionalism

3) Knowledge

4) Consistency

5) Dependability
The members of the SAC will turn their individual lists into the Judges Representative, who will compile a master list based upon the recommendations of the SAC. The highest and lowest ranking for each judge will be eliminated. Once a final ranking list for the season is completed, the Judges Representative will determine which judges are assigned to which state championships based upon their ranking, judges availability, other assignments that the judges have received (JO Nationals, Easterns, Regionals), as well as allowing as many qualified judges as possible an opportunity to work at the State Championships. Once the Judges Representative has compiled the list of who is assigned, the list must be approved by the State Administrative Committee Chairman. 
Level 8 State Championships will have 4 judges per event, with the 4 head judges being non-affiliated, to better prepare the gymnasts for what they may see at Regionals. All other state meets shall have two judges per event, with the 4 head judges being non-affiliated. Each state meet shall also have a meet referee who is not stationed at a specific event.
Once the judges are assigned and confirmed, the Judges Representative will make recommendations to the Board as to which judges are assigned to which events. The board will determine event assignments at the Spring Board Meeting.

It is the position of the State Board that a judge is evaluated on consistency and the ability to apply practical knowledge of gymnastics within the scoring process. It is also the position of the State Board that officials in are due proper respect at all times.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE STATE MEET HOST

Before the meet

1) Apply and pay for the sanction.

2) Order individual awards. State meet medals and All Around Trophies for places 1, 2, 3 must be ordered through the Awards Chairman. 
3) Order Team Trophies. Team Trophies are paid for by the meet host and must be ordered through A-1 Awards (www.a-1awards.com)

4) Charge the appropriate entry fee to cover judging, goodies, equipment rental, facility, etc. For in house competitions where the host team does not have to pay a rental charge the entry fee shall be $80 per gymnast. For meets where a facility rental charge of $1000 or greater is paid the entry fee shall be $85 per gymnast. For Team Competition charge $50 per team.
5) Charge appropriate Late Fees for any entries that arrive after deadline. Entry deadline shall be the Friday following the last date of qualification. Entries not postmarked by that date = $25 per gymnast late fee. All efforts should be made to include the gymnast in the competition.
6) Send out preliminary information to all Maryland clubs 1 month in advance. 
7) Have format for the meet approved by the State Chairman as early as possible. 
8) Contact State Judging Assignor and pay scheduling fee for judges.
9) Check with Level Representative to ensure qualification status of gymnasts.

10) Confirm correct age groups as set by Maryland USAG.

11) The Level Representative will conduct the draw of age groups. A professional member from a different club must be present for this draw.

12) Have finalized format and times to teams AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! The State Chairman must approve final format.  Include # of teams & Awards.
13) Conduct a draw of gymnasts for individual competition order. The draw should be conducted 7-10 days before the first date of the meet. When completed, please send to clubs as soon as possible.
a) Divide number of gymnasts in session by the number of squads to determine approximate number in each squad.
b) Place teams into squads so as to make numbers in each squad close to equal

a. Try to avoid splitting teams into more than one squad. If the number of gymnasts for a team is more than the number in a squad, they may be placed into two squads but the gym MUST be notified to bring additional coaches.
b. Teams that are split should try to be split as evenly as possible.

c. It is at the discretion of the Meet Director as to which gymnasts are in which group for split teams.

c) Once squads are set, randomly draw for squad starting event.

d) Once starting event is set, randomly draw for individual competition order. There should be an even number of “drop down” after each event so that no gymnast is in the same position of the order each time.

During the Meet
1) Make every effort possible to accommodate the gymnasts and coaches. This is the meet that their entire season has been building towards, especially for Levels 7 and below. Do your best to make it special so that they will want to return next year.

2) Placement Awards are given out to the top 1/3 on each event and the top 1/2 in All-Around for each age group. The first place finisher should be announced as the “Maryland State Champion.” 

3) Levels 4 and 5 receive Achievement ribbons supplied by the state.  Please see Compulsory guidelines for ribbon scores.

4) Run competition for Maryland State Team. The top 6 All Around finishers, regardless of Age Group, will be named to the State Team. Awards for this honorary title will be paid for by MDUSAG.

5) Run a team competition if there are two or more teams interested at that level.  There will be NO separate team competition (session). Scores received during individual competition will be tabulated for team standing.
a. Levels 4-7 will have two competitions, one for 3-score and one for 5-score. Teams with 10 or more gymnasts in Levels 4-6, or 8 or more in Level 7, must compete in the 5 man division. Teams with less than that number may enter either category, and must designate such on their entry sheet. A club may not enter both categories. 

1) 5-score open team is comprised of all gymnasts from any entered team, with the top 5 scores on each event counting for team score.

2) 3 – score open team is comprised of all gymnasts from

any entered team, with the top 3 scores on each event counting for team score.

***** If there is only one team in either division, all teams will automatically be entered into the 3 score open team division*****
b. Levels 8-10 consists only of a 3-score competition.
Teams in the top 50% of each division, or the top 5 teams if less than 10 teams are entered, at a minimum, will be recognized. Team participation trophies will not be awarded.

 Minimum Team Trophy sizes:

· 1st  - 34”

· 2nd - 32”

· 3rd - 28”

· 4th - 24”

· 5th – 22”

· 6th – 20”

· 7th & higher – 18

6) At Levels 4, 5, 6, and 7, run a separate team qualification into the Maryland State Team Cup. This shall be a 4-score open competition, with the top 4 scores on each event counting as team score. The top 8 teams will be qualified into the Maryland State Team Cup. DO NOT ANNOUNCE OR RECOGNIZE PLACEMENT, only announce which 8 teams have qualified.

7) Recognize State Outstanding Gymnast and any Graduating Seniors. 

a. State Outstanding Gymnast is selected by the Maryland State Administrative Committee. Awards are paid for by Maryland USAG.

b. Graduating Seniors Information is provided by the club that the gymnast currently belongs to. Award is paid for by Maryland USAG.
Unusual Circumstances

1) Should any unusual circumstances occur, please consult with the Meet Referee for any situation regarding the meet itself. (Scoring Inquiries, Equipment Malfunctions, etc). Other situations should be addressed to the appropriate Maryland State Administrative Committee Member at the event.

2) Should adverse weather effect the possible running of the meet, please contact the State Chairman immediately. A decision will be made as soon as possible. If it is determined to postpone the meet, the clubs will be notified of the rescheduled date as soon as possible. It is the responsibility of the participating team, not the host club, to notify their athletes and parents.
After  the Meet
1) Within 48hrs. of the end of the meet, send the original copy of the sanction to USAG, a copy to the Regional office ( along with $1.00 per gymnast competition fee). A copy along with score sheets should go to the Level Representative.

2) Send a copy of the sanction, a copy of the score sheets, along with all awards and team results, and $1.00 per gymnast competition fee to the State Chairman. Send $3 per medal used at meet, as well as $1 per achievement ribbon used for Levels 4 and 5.  Please make checks to MDUSAG.
3) For Levels 4, 5, 6, and 7, send a check for $2000 to the MDUSAG State Office to be used for the Maryland State Team Cup.
4) Send a copy of the electronic results to the State Chairman’s office for publication on the MDUSAG web site within 24 hours of the end of the meet.
5) Submit a financial report on the form found on the USAG web page to the Regional and State Chairmen as soon as possible.

THE ATTENDING CLUBS WILL:

1) Ensure all entered athletes have achieved qualifying score for competition.

2) Send in accurate entry forms on time. Call if you are pushing the deadline. 

3) Make one check payable to the host club. (no individual parent checks)

4) Pay appropriate Late Fees for any entries that arrive after deadline. Entries not postmarked by the Friday following the last date of qualification = $25 per gymnast late fee. 
5)  Inform parents that the entire weekend scheduled for States should be left open until the meet information is out.

6) Contact Level Representative if there is a question about a gymnast’s eligibility to compete.

7) Know the correct time and day of the meet, and have gymnasts and coaches there on time.

8) Notify gymnasts and parents of any changes.
9) Remember that the majority of people at the Host Club are non-paid volunteers, and should be treated with gratitude. Accept that there is a good chance they will not know the rules as well as professional members do. If there is an issue, please see the Meet Director, Meet Referee, or the attending State Administrative Committee member.

10) If it is determined to postpone the meet due to adverse weather, the clubs will be notified of the rescheduled date as soon as possible. It is the responsibility of the participating team, not the host club, to notify their athletes and parents.
